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a long time before your sins are washed off. Cursing their
lot they descended to earth.
Bharadwaja requested Romasa to initimate how the curse
of the Lord had its course. Romasa continued :
Mayadevi had three sons named Surapadma,
Simhavaktra and Taraka and a vile daughter called
Ajamukhi. The three brothers performed a special
ceremony (Veerayaga) and pleased Sankara, who granted
them special powers. With their might they conquered all
the worlds except Kailasa. Their sister was an adultress.
She procured beautiful women of heaven and earth and
offered them to her brothers to enjoy. She used to forcibly
drag handsome men to satisfy-her lust. Once she could
seduce and copulate with Sage Durvasa as a result of which
Harivaktra and Gadaketu were born as Vatapi and Ilvala.
These two brothers obtained several boons from Gods and
began to harm humanity. They were fond of human flesh
and intoxicating drinks. They would not even spare
brahmins as their flesh satisfied their appetite. Their tricks
with Sage Agastya were however, not successful. In the
process they both died.
Later they were reborn as the sons of Panchamedhra
and Sarama. These demons were called Raktapa and
Madyapa. They used to deceive sages by offering drinks.
One sage named Putimasha was also offered an intoxicating
drink He scented their mischeif and cursed them to become
Palmyra trees. They were afraid and requested the sage to
indicate some way out. The sage took pity on them and
said, "You were devotees of Sankara and lived as Ganas in
Kailasa, You both deceived the Lord and stole a secret
mantra resulting in the curse to be born as demons. You
will offer prayer to Siva as Palmyra trees a little to the
northeast of Vayulinga for some years and will be consigned
to flames in front of that linga on the full moon day of the
month of Karthika. Then you will regain your divinity and
go back to Kailasa".